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··It could have een anything, 
from lightning to (power) '!"ire 
knocking together." 

tarting ju. t befot: 6 a. m., flbo�t · 

10 people called Sa':lta �o a 'rad1o 
. tation KSRO to mqutre about 

trange lights in the sky - but not 
in the ame direction a those seen 
by the police officer . Said the sta­
tion's .Merle Ro s, •·p ople are 

)aiming they could e bright white 
light to the north we t." . Offered as pos ible explanahon 
for the flashe wer lightning from 
a torm over the Sierra , and the 
aurora boreali or "North rn 
Lights ... 

The latter phenomenon occur 
ometimes at thi time of year and 

( ee LJGH , page 12A) 

i caused by charged particles from the sun colliding above the ea1th with atmospheric particles and issu· ing a flourescent-like glow. 
While weather official could not. confirm the pre ne of North m Lights, two National Weather Ser- . vice spoke men aid today they doubted that people were s eing lightn ing from a Sierra torm. A meteorologist with the Sacramento forecasting tation aid there wa "no way" that lightning flasbe over the mountain could be een in Sonoma County. 

And a weather service spoke • man in Redwood City aid the storm over the Sierras is not a powerful , lightning storm, but an "instability shower" eau ed by cold air aloft encount ring warmer air near the ground. The result, he liid, has b vO generally mild snow flu rie . What ver the source of the lights, they appar ntly were not een by many people - at lea t not by many who were concerned enough to call authorities. Police agencie throughout Sonoma, Mendocino and Napa counties said they received no calls. 
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